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P RE FACE. 

^SSStS^S^^ *^* tfofrg* $ f rebellion been made by 
^ a private perfon againft the colonies in this 

continent, for their oppofition to the Stamp 
____ A6k, I fhould not have thought it worth 
&)tOOQfc$ anfooering.^hut when it was made by men. 
mejkedwitb a public tbaraSer, by a committee bfxorre- 
Jpomdencey reprefenting two branches of legislature in a ton- 
Jiderable government \ and the charge was not only approved, 
as it is /aid, by tbofe branches ', but was aftually publijhed 
to the world in news-papers, it feemed to me to deferve 
notice. • / waited fame time r in hopes of feeing the caufe 
ifpouffd^y an abler advocate \ but being dif appointed, I 
refolved, " favente Deo" to fnatch a little 4ime from the 
hurry ofbufinefs, and to place >, if I could, the letter of tbofe 
gentlemen to their agent in a proper light. 

It is very evident from the generality of their accufathrr 
agabtji their " fellow-fubjeHs on the northern continent" -, 
of the exprefjfron* they ufe in the tatter part of 'their letter \ 
(When they fpeak of the " violent Jpirit raifed in the North- - 
American colonies", and from what follows ', that they do 
mot apply the opprobrious term they trie, only to tbofe few of 
the lower, rank, who diflmbedus with tvfp of three mobs in 
fome of the provinces, nor to any other particular clafs of 
people \ iujt that tbk cenfure is dejigned for all the inha- 
bitant? of thefc colonies who were any way concerned in 
jg£* {oppofition that has been given, and confequently that 
f&b modes of that apportion are thereby condemned. Two 
lofifidcrations fyerifore haveSinduced me to undertake their 
t * defence. . 
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defence. Firfij to vindicate the honour of my country >, 
which I think grosfy and wantonly infulted. Secondly , to 
refutf opinions , that in unfortunate times > may, if 'adopted, 
he injurious to liberty. £ 

Many good pieces * havt been pubUfhed ip thefe 
colonies, to Jhew their title to the rights claimed by them ; 
the invafion of thofe rights by the Stamp AB\ the other hard- 
Jhips impofed on them, and the bad confequences that pi ob ably 
would follow thefe meafures : but nothing has appeared at 
haft I have feen nothing that IrecoUeft, in defence of the 
principle on wtycb the oppofition has been made, and 
pf the manner; in which it has been conduced.. "Thefe 
are .points entirely new; f^dthe confideration of them is 
now tendered ncceffary, by thf public ftproach that has been 
thrown ion the "pfgple oj r this fpntinent* ' 



A LEW ER from the COMMITTEE */CORRES- 
PONDENCE/fl BARBADOS, to their A<?*nt 
in Lqndoic. , s 

SIR, 

. ^TN compliance with the united refolurioaf of the two 
X branches of our legrflature, of whidh we have fe^ 

* verally" the honor to be members, and to compofe 

* their .committee of correfpondence. We are now to 

* de0fe you .to lay our complaints before his Majefty 
' and the Pgrlianjept, on the hardfhips which . this 

* community laj^ours under by the impofition of the 
« Stamp Duties, lately put in force amongft us. We 

* have, indecd,fubmkted, with all obedience, tothftaft 
: * of Parliament; yet our fubmiffion has, by no means, 
t arifen from any con&ioqfnefs cf ottr ability to bear 

the burden of thefe taxes, or from the want of a due 



t fenfe of the yppjejfme wfight of themin all its parts*, but 

'/■'■• * f . " * fron 
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4 from a principle of fiyalty to our King ancl Mother 
H Country, which has carried us above every, confide- 

* ration of our own diftrefles: yet, if we have fUflfere$ 
• 4 without refiftance, we have learnt by it £o coiftplai^ 
4 with reafori-, and, fince we have railed nojjfcmours 

« Jxom our own fears, we muft furely have ' ^k better 
4 title to remonftrate ftom our feelings. But, with re- 
• 4 fpe6t to the manner in which our grievances in this 
4 cafe* along with fo good a proof of our obedience to the 
4 laws of our mother country ^ are to be reported to his 
4 Majefty and the parliament, we mud, refer purfelves 

* to your good judgment and difcretion; fo much better 
4 circumftanced as you are on that fide of the water to 

* judge for us, than we can do at this diftance for our- 
4 felves-, and fo perfeftly affured as we are alfo of your 
4 ability arid zeal, in the conduct of every matter of 
- 4 importance that can be intruded to your agency tor 
4 this country's fervice. ^o you, Sir, therefore we 
4 give the power, in the name of our council and af« 
4 tembly, to prefen* fu£h a memorial^ or memorials ', to 
4 his Majefty, and the two houies of parliament (if to 

/ all beneceffary) as to yourfeif fhairfeem mod proper 
4 and advifeable; letting forth the anxiety and diftreffes 
4 of our country, under this new and extraordinary 
4 burden of taxation, by which we not only-find our- 
4 felves loaded with a charge, more than is proportioned to 
• 4 our circumfiancesy but deprived alfo of a privilege, which 
4 renders the oppreffion beyond meafure grievous. We fee 
4 two of the moft important objects to luch a colony as 
4 ours, trade and juJNce crouching under the, load of tbefe 
€ new duties % and by the manner in which the duties 
4 have been impofed, we find too the moft valuable of aty 
■f our civil rights and liberties Jinking along with thenf. 
4 The defign of this new and extraordinary charge upon 
4 our country is; towards defraying the expences of 
4 defending, protc&ing and- fecuring, the colonies of 
4 America'.- But what new and extraordinary ex- 

4 pence 
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' pence has this cotony ; put the natioato^for theex- 
** penc^ pf maintaining of troops quartered in the 

* levcral provinces of North-America, for the pro- 
f te<5bioi) and . fecurity qt thoft parts of the Britifh 

'*' donj|i)ife ? This is juft as reafonablc* and jfuft as 
€ meroPu too, as \t wquld be to impofe a he^vy mri!6t 

* on the inhabitants of this place, by way of a puniih- 
< m^t for Aeprefent REBELLIOUS ttppqfition given 

* to authority, by our fellow^fubjeSis on the Northern con- 
.* tiiqnU JBut \i we are to be fubjeft to the power of the 

* parliament of Great- Britain in our interml taxes, we 
c mufi be always liable to tmpofetions, that b#ve nobbing fat 
f tie will of the impofers to d^reS them in the me a fur e, fince 
/ we have there no representatives to inform them of 
' the true ftate of our circ^fpftances, and of the degree 

* of our. ffoength to bear the bynjens that ar? irnpofcd 
'.' How far*, indeed, we ar^, intitled,. by the conftitiyion 
.* of England, or our qwji peculiar. cbarter %: to an e&> 

* emption from every otlfer internal tax, thaft fuch as 
V may Be laid, upon us by the reprefentatives. of our 
c o>vnpeople, in conjundior\ with the twfo other branches 

* of our legiflative: body, «p cannot pofitively fay % but this 

* }s certain, that we ha,v$ enjoyed that privilege, that 

* feeming birthright of every/BjuTON, ever fince the firft 
• c eftablifhmem of a civil government in this iifoftd to 
c the prefent time. And why we fhould at this period 
c be condemned to the k>fe pf fo inejtimable a huffing of 
■* fociety, we can fee no caufe; fince the prefect period 
•* has afforded fonte iiiftancss of loyalty an4 >$e£Hon 

* to our King and mother country, which might rather 
• f have inti,tled us' to new favors from, the <?fown and 
f nation, than have left us e^pofed^ to VJ apy deprivation 
',. ,<>f qur old and valuable fights, 1fet, how ' far, it rpay 

v be prudent .^.ad neceflary ,&? jprefs tjijs, laft confidera- 
c tipa in yew : r. memorial }Q { oj# iuperiojs, wt(Jl. be referred 

* to your good judgment) ; \ f^r as we, m^ah to obtain a 
f redrefsof our.gnevance^ r by 4 a dujifijl reprefentation 

. • * only 
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1 only ot our cafe, fo wouM we have any think avoided 
1 in thtjtile andfubftance of Wat r$prtfentation y as tnight 
6 give offence to thofe frofti whom only our red^efs caij 
1 come, ou* appeal being to the very powers by whonj 
1 we thi$k outfeives o^prefled; tho* we may renidnj 
i ftrate to them with juftice, toe camot reproach them 
without danger * and the jmoft effe&ual means of 
1 giving ourfeives all the merit we hope for, and intend*, 
6 both with otir fovefeign and the parliament, will be t 
' w<|think, by giving our complaint on this matter 
' the complexion of our condutt, fhewing an humble fub- 
6 miffion to authority ', even under the moft painful htgrU 
S butnings of bur community, at itsfevere decrees^ J$ut, 

* great as our diftreffes are, upon account of this new 

* Taxation in its general fcourfe, we are ytt fortunate 

* enough not to have fuffered fo much greater, as by 
4 the particular calamity vpu feemto have apprehended 
\ for us, on the fuppofed lEzure of the North- American 
4 traders ; for tine matters of thofe veffels, producing 

* certificates at our cuftom-houfe, that no ftanjp papers 
4 were to Be had at the ports they came from, have 
4 been admitted to an entry of their feveral (hips and 

* cargoes, being fuppofed only liable #o the penalties 
4 inflifted by the Stamp Aft', and of thefe no notice 
c have beer> taken ; fo that our danger from the cir- 
4 cumftances you fuggefted to the mlnifters is over. 
4 But we fee another arifing from the violent fpirit raifed 
4 in the ^forth-American colonies againft this aft, 
4 which threatens us with the fame ill cqnfequences; 
4 we mean, from their avowed refentment at the people 
.* of this ifland, for having fo tamely fubmitted to the 
4 aft, which they had been pleafedfo refolutely tobp- 
4 pofe. This having led them to fome extraordinary 
4 attempts (as we have been informed,) to p* event $ny 
4 veffels coming hither with provifions for our fupport, 
4 how far a combination of this kind, which has to 
4 ftruggie^with the private intcrefts ot fo many indivU 

• i # 4 duals 
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4 duals, can be formed amoftgft them, we may at firft 

* be led tS doubt * yet, on a fecond review of things, 

* how far the exceffes of popular fury, which has no 

* bounds, may tarry away all thofe individuals, to their* 

* own, as well as our immediate prejudice^ we may 
4 reafonably fear; and we think' it, at lead:, neceffary to 
' make mention of it to you, that you may take this, 

* amongft all the other unhappy confequences we may 

* feel from that injurious adk, into your proper con* 

* fideration/ " 

N. B. The words in italkk> are thofe animad- 
verted upon in the following addrefs; and are printed 
in that manner, to be more eafily diftingiiilhed and 
referred to by the reader. 



__ >> 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 






* 




AN 



ADDRESS, «»,. 



GsNTLlMKff, 

X^Nc^V ^^ a tf°rtb-Amer$ca» 9 and my intention 
4/ ^ is In addrefling you at prcfcnt, to anfwer 

X ! )K fo much of a late letter from you to your 
*V w. **t a S €nt * n London* as cads unmerited ccn- 

^hjk^^k* fure on my countrymen, After this de- 
claration, as you entertain fuch unfavorable fentimenti 
of the " popular fury" on this continent, I prefumc 
you expeft to be treated with all the excefs or paffion 
natural to a rude people. .You are miftaken, I am 
of their opinion, who think it almoft afc infamous, to 
difgrace a good caufe by illiberal language, as trbetray 
it by unmanly timidity. Complaints may b^m^de with 
dignity-, infults retorted with decency; and violated 
rights vindicated without violence of words. 

You have nothing therefore to apprehend frotn me, 
gentlemen, but fuch refie&iohs on your condud, as may 
tend to roufe that remorfe in you, which always arifes 
in the minds of ingenuous perfon$, when they find that 
they have wounded by their rafli calumnies the honor 
of thofe, who merit their higheft cfteena, — — their 
warmeft praifes, 

B I KNOW 
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I know there are in the ifland of Barbados, many 
men of fcnfe, fpirit, and virtue * and therefore I chufe 
to confider you rather in the character of flich, whofc 
underftanding, refolution, and integrity, have been 
drugg'd by fomc pernicious draught into a (lumber, 
than of thofe, who with irretrievable depravity, want 
all the qualities requifite to make them ierviceablc to 
their countrymen, or juft to others. 

Had I only heard, gentlemen* that you had called the 
behavior of thefe colonies, a "rebellious opposition 
given to authority," 1 fhould have thought it a vain 
attempt, to aim at convincing you, how unjuftifiable 
an afperfion that expreflion contained-, becaufe I fhould 
immediately have concluded, that you were fo ignorant 
of the rights of Britijb fubjefts, and fo infcnfible of all 
concern on the invafion of thofe rights, that any man 
, who lhould endeavour to fhew you your error, would 
engage in as unpromifing a projeft, as if he fhould 
think to communicate an idea of found to the deaf, or 
of colour to the blind. 

When I read your letter, however, with an agreeable 
furprize 1 obferved, that jw, at the fame time you have 
made the attack, have laid the foundation of a defence 
for my countrymen. Permit me to ere& the fuper- 
ftru&ure, though I had much rather fee it biiilt by more 
fkilful hands. 

You acknowledge, the " burthen of the taxes im- 
pofed by the Stamp Aft, to be oppressive *n all its 
parts* V that y°u are thereby not only "loaded with 
a charge more than is proportioned to your circum- 
ftances, but deprived also of a privilege, which 
renders the oppression beyond measure grievous:" 
that you "fee two of the moft important objefts, 
trade and justice crouching under the lpad of the 

WW 
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new duties-, and by the manner in which thefe duties 
have been impofed, find too the most valuable, of 

ALL YOUR CIVIL RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES SINKING 
ALONG WITH THEM." 

>. 

You fay that if you "are to be fubjeft tp the power 
of the parliament of Great-Britafa in your internal . 
taxes, you muft always be liable to impofidons, that 
have nothing but the will of the imposers to direft 
them in the meafurc." With what confiftency you 
afterwards hefitate, and "cannot fay," whether the pri^ 
vilcge of taxing yourfelves, exclufively belongs to you, 
or talk of a "seeming birthright" I will leave to be 
determined by yourfelves, or the agent to whole "good 
judgment and difcretion," you with fuch ftrange, I bad, 
almoft faid "humble fubmiffion" "refer" your mod im- 
portant affairs. However, your fentiments foon veer 
about again, and you fpeak of *• an inestimable 

BLESSING OF SOCIETY'," of " OLD AND VALUABLE 

rights; and even hazard the hardy appellation of 
" severe decrees." 

When it is fo evident, that all thefe aflertions are 
equally true with regard to yourfelves, and " your 
fdlow-fubje&s on the northern continent," it affords 
no flight caufe of amazement, to fee in the fame letter 
that contains thefe afTertions, the oppofition to thofc 
confeffedly deftruftive meafures, branded as " rebel- 
lious". Wherefore this needlcfs ftroke againftvour. 
"fellow-fubje&s?" Could not your "principle or ley-; 
alty" fink you to * fatisfaftory depth of humiliation, 
unlefs you flung yourfelves^ down with fuch a rage of 
proftration as to (patter all around you ? Was not your 
furrender of "the moft valuable of all rights and liberties" 
fufliciently completed by your declaration, that you 
"could not positively say yau were intitled tfr^ 
fhem" without reproaching thofc who have the mif- 
1 £ 2 fortune 



Digitized by 



Google 



* * 



[ 4 3 

fortune of differing fo widely from you in their 
fentiments, that they had mher die than make fuch 
a declaration? 

To talk of your c « charter" gentlemen, on this oe* 
cation, is but weakening the caufe by relying on f alfe 
aids. Your opinion on this head Teems to be borrowed 
from thq* do&rine of the unhappy Stuarts. They 
thought, or pretended to think, all the liberties of the' 
fubje& were mere favours granted by charters from th$ 
crown, pf confequcnce, all claims of liberties not ex~ 
Jrefly mentioned in thofe charters, were regarded s in- 
vaiions of the prerogative, which according to them, was 
a power veiled in the prince, they could not tell how, for 
no better purpofe, than to do as he plealed. But what 
faid the nation ? They afierted, that the royal charters 
were declarations but not gifts of liberties, made as ocr 
cafions required, on thofe points in which they were 
moft neceflary, without enumerating the reft; and that 
the prerogative was. a power vefted in ane for the benefit 
of all. 

Kings or parliaments could not give the rights 
fjfential to bappinefs y as you conf efs thofe invaded by 
the Stamp Aft to be. We claim thorn from a higher 
fource — from the King of kings, anA Lord of all the 
earth. They are nof annexed to iis by parchments 
and feals. They are created in us by the decrees of 
Providence, which eftablilh the laws of our nature.. 
They are born with us*, exift with use, and cannot be 
taken from us by any human porter, without taking 
our lives. In fhbrt, they are founded on the immu- 
table maxims of reafon andjuftice. It would bean 
infult on the divine Majefty to fay, that he Ka$^ given 
or allowed any man or body of men a right to. make me 
mferafyle. If no man or body of men husfuch a right* 
% haye a right to be happy. If there fan £e no hap^ 

pinefs 
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pinefs without freedom, I have a right to ie frit. If I 
cannot enjoy freedom without fecufity of property, I 
have a rig bt to he thus fecund. If my property cannot 
be fecure, in cafe others over whom I have no kind of 
influence, may take it from me by taxes, Under pre- 
tehee of the public good, and for enforcing their de- 
mands, may fubjeft me to arbitrary, expenfive, and 
remote jurifdi&ions, I have an exclu/ive right to lay 
taxes on my own property, either by myfelf or thofe I 
cantruft; of neceffity to judge in fuch inftances of the 
public goods and to be exempt from fuch jurifdi&ions. 
• — But no man can be fecure in his property, who is 
" liable to imp oft t ions y that have nothing but the 
will orTHi imposers to direfl: them in the meafure*" 
and that make "justice to crouch under their 

load." 

° 

Thus you prove, gentkmek> that the fatal adk yote 
allude to in thefe expreflions, is deftru&ive of oil? 
property, our freedom, our happinefs: that it isinw 
confident with reafon and juftice; and fubverfive of 
thofe facred rights which. God himfelf from the infinity 
of his benevolence has bellowed upon mankind. ; 

Yet after thefe e^preffed or implied conceflions, your 
term the oppofition made by njy countrymen to the 
execution of this — imagination cannot fupply me 
with an ^epithet equal to my ipeaiung aft, " rebel- 
lious." 

Pn ay, gentlemen* let me pot miftake ytwr notion 
of 4 ^ humble fubmiflion to authority ,'? Do« you main- 
tain, that becaufe the parliament may legally maker 
feme laws to bind Us, it therefore may legally make any 
laws to bifid us? Doytfu atficrt, that where power is 
cehftitutionally veiled in particular perfons for certain* 
purpofcs, the fan>e obedience is due to the commands 

of 
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of thofe perfons, when they exceed the limits of that 
power, as when they are rcftraincd within them? Do 
you fay, that ail ads of authority are fan&ified by the 
mere pleafure of their authors, and that " humble 
fubmiffion " is due to them, however injurious they 
may be to thofe over whom they are exercifed — or that 
the oppreflcd ought to content themfclvcs with " giving 
the complexion ofyour conduct to palb petitions — 
and thzi all other oppofition is " rebellious ?" 

6reatly I am afraid, that you have publiftied to 
the world tdo convincing proofs, that you hold thefe 
fentiments: fcntufients, which I folemnly profefs are 
fo horrible to me, that I cannot wi£h the infiKHpn of 
them even to the bittireft enemies of my country* 

Have you considered, gentlemen, the importance of 
the points to which your political creed may be appli- 
ed? What is your opinion of the revolution^ that made 
the Briti/b liberty and Britijb glory blaze out with th?ir 
brighteft luftre ? Had you lived in thofe days of 
ignorance, with what lucky affiftance might you have 
propp'd.ujS the tottering tyrant, by maxims of law to 
prove, that kings can do no wrong\ and texts of fcripture 
to fliew, that fubmiffion is due" to the powers that be! 

. It is as manifeft, that the great and good men who 
then placed the throne in the temple of liberty, dif- 
dained your fentiments, as it is, that if they had ap- 
proved them, you would not at prefent enjoy the fa- 
tisfa&km of being ruled by a prince whofe virtues dp 
honour to his rank. All the happinefs you poffefs, 
you owe to the force of the principle, which you now 
reproach; and your profefimg your refolution to per- 
fift in an " humble fubmiffion " to a&s that you ex* 
prefsly fay, u make your opprcflion beyond meafure 
grievous," *nd deftroy u the moll valuable of your 

civil 
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civil rights and liberties/' is deferring and betraying » 
much as you can, that principle, on which the Condi* 
tution of Great-Britain is cftabliftied — A principle, that 
has operated differently among thefe colonies, as bccainet 
them, from what it did in that kingdom at the memorable 
period abovementioned not in aftion % but negative- 
ly, mzrefufaltoaSl % in a manner dcftru&ive to them. 

Let me fpeak plainly. In fuch a caufe to prevari- 
cate or fear, is worfe, it pofiible, than falfhood or 
cowardife. Good breeding in private life, or £<>od 
behavior in public life, can never require a deviation 
from truth or virtue. Our obligation to thefe, is co- 
exiftcnt with us, and unchangeable. No other relation 
therefore can diflblve or diminifh the primary, un- 
alterable duty. 

Do you believe, gentlemen^ that parliaments never 
did, or never will do wrong? Do you profefs ap in- 
fallibility in politics, which you ridicule in religion? 
If any man fliould tell the prefent parliament, they are 
all-wife and all-perfeft, I am perfuaded, it would be 
cfteemed a wretched infult both on their undemand- 
ing and piety. Say they are the wifeft and jufteil at 
fembly on earth; and you fay. right. But human wif- v 
dom and human juftice partake of hum^n frailties. 
Such is the lot of our nature — -and to bellow the 
attributes of heaven on mortals, who to day are, and 
to-morrow are not, * s ^ wildnefs of adulation. 

Surely, you cannot perfevere in your error. If 

xhtftamp-aft* detestable as you have Jefcribed //, can- • 
not wake you from dreams offubmiflion, yet is there 
no idea of danger or diftrefs which your fancy can re- 

J)refrnt to you, that you think would juftify you in . 
bmeching elfe than petitioning ? Have you no " feel- 
ings" by which you might be tortured a little beyond 

" remon- 
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^ rononftratihg ? M I do not knew what is dreadful to rov, 
nor can I form the leaft guefs what would be for but 
fiippofe to yourfelves an aft of parliament commanding 
you to daor fufler fomething the moft dreadful in the 
world — to you : fomething ten thoufand times more 
dreadful— to you I mean- — than " oppreffion beyond 
meafure grievous"-, "cruflung juftice under infupport- 
able burthens •," or" finking the moft valuable of all 
civil rights and liberties/' Whatever that would be to 
you, the ftamp a£t is to my countrymen. 

Herb permit me, gentlemen, to afk, whether in 
fucb a cafe you would " humbly fubmit," tho ir fhould 
be in your power effe&ually to refufe? To make your 
conduit confident with the fentiments avowed in your 
letter, you muft. Would you ? Then, if what we are 
told of the antient Cappadocians be true, you would 
exhibit the fecond inftance fince the creation of man- 
kind,* of a people chufing to be flaves. Would you 
refojb ? What then becomes of your M principle of loy- 
alty, "and your " obedience -to the laws of your mother 
country?*' Iffo, they are only fine words, with which 
you intend to purchafe fome fort of reputation with 
fome fort of people-, you are then loyal and obedient, 
as you call yourfelves, be caufe you apprehend you can't 
fafely be otberwife ; and 'the pretended virtues you 
claim, like forced fruits, partake too ftrongly of the 
manure that gave them growth, to afford any agree* 
able relilh. Thus you reduce yourfelves to the mifer- 
able dilemma of making a choice between two of the 
tneaneft charafters— *-of thole who would be fiaves from 
inclination, tho they pretend to love liberty-- ■ -and of 
thofe who are dutiful irom fear, tho they pretend to 
love fubroiflion. 

Pardon me, gentlerm, if 1 attribute to you the 
virtue, which your exceflive modefty difclaimsv Sin<;e 

you 
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ym *fcte,&fflm«tl from reproaching, by the cautious 
confederation, tha* you could ttot "reproach without 
danger;" I * m almoft perfuadcd, that you would pre- 
fer reftifal to flavery, if you were affiired, that you could 
M refaje without Danger;'* 

You greatly injure me, gentkmen^ if you imagine from 
whit I have faid, that 1 am not a hearty friend to my 
king, his tUuftrious family, to Great- Britain, or to the 
connexion between her a«nd thefe colonics. In what I 
am now to fay, I ftiall fpeak not only my own, but the 
univerfal femiments of my countrymen* 1 am devoted 
to my gracious fovercign, and his truly royal houfc, 
\>j principle and affe&ion. iThey appear to me to have 
keen called by providence to the throne ; not to have 
gained it by the leaft (hare of the guilt, or even of the art, 
that has fo often exalted the moft unworthy to the molt 
fplendid ftations* They have rifeft with brightnefa 
upon the world, in due courfe, to ftied bleftings over 
mankind * and all hiftory cannot furniih an inftanceof 
a family, whofe virtues have had a more aufpicious. 
influence on the happinefs of men, particularly of their 
fubjefts. Their government does not afford only 
gleams of joy, but cheers with a flowing uniformity, 
^except when fome evil ipirit interrupts our felicity — - 
*liut thefe interruptions have never lalled : can never 
laft, while princes of the lint of JBrunfwttk 

rt chara deb foboles" 
prefide over us* Their amiable qualities at* hdrtdita* 
ry; thefe render, iflmaybe allowed the tfepreffion, 
our happinefs hereditary * and 1 might therefore be 
juftly deemed very deficient in fenfe or integrity, if it 
was not among my moft ardent prayers, that the 
fcepter of his dominion* may be held byourprefent 
monarch and his family, till time Jh&U be ho chore. 

C As 
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As to Great-Britain, I glory in my relation to her. 

Every drop ot blood in my heart is Britijh \ and chat 
heart is animated with as warm wifhes for her profperi- 
ty, as her trueft fons can form. . As long as this globe 
continues moving, may fhe reign over it's navigable 
part; and may Ihe refemble the ocean fhe commands, 
which recruits without wafting, and receives without 
exhaufting, its kindred ftreams in every climate. Are 
thefe the fentiments of difloyalty or difaffe&ion ? Do 
thefe fehtiments point art independency ? Can you be- 
lieve it? Will you affert it? 1 deteft the thought with 
inexpreflible abhorrence, for thefe reafons; firft, be- 
caufc it would be undutiful to our fovereign ; fecondly, 
becaufe it would be unjurt to our mother-country ; amj 
thirdly, becaufe it would be deftrudtive both to her and 
to us. 

• 

The Britijh nation is wifi and generous. They can 
diftinguilh between a difeuft to government and to the 
adminiftration of it; a difti'nftion, which bad miniftefs 
are continually ftriving to confound. They fet up 
their faffiohs for the interefts of thetf king and country j 
and then, whoever is offended with their conduft, is 
convi&ed by a very plain dedu&ion of miriifterial logic, 
of being an enemy to his king arid country. No 
farmer diflikes the fun; but if it colle&s fuch thick 
clouds as too much intercept its beams, furely the poor 
man who fees all his hopes fickening and withering, may 
very innocently diflike the- gloom, and wi(h the re- 
viving rays may be fck again. . The Britijh nation aims 
not at empire ovrr vaffils. And muft, I am convinced, 
be better pleafed to hear their children fpeaking the 
language of freemen, than muttering the timid mur- 
murs of flaves. Can y.oy believe, gentlemen, that they 
will be better pleafed with tfye " ftile and ful?ttanfce of 
44 your reprefentatiqn," than with the boneft transports 
of North-American breafts, fo exa&ly like what they 

feel 
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ff el, when they think themfelves injured ? It there is 
a*iy : people whofe charafter it is', to fubmit to wrongs, 
baiely pretending to prefer the pieafurc of thofe who 
offer them-, to n their own welfare or honor, while 
cowardly hatred and malice lurk rankling and " heart- 
burning" in their bofoms, watching, wifhing opportuni- ] 
ties ot dire revehge, it belongs not to Bfitons y or their 
truefons. ' They can neither difiemble injuries, porun- 
rfcalbnably refent them. Thefe are vices of little, cruel 
minds. Much J better, much fafer is .it for all parties,,' 
particularly fthen we contend with noble fpirits, man-. 
fully to fpeak what we think, and thereby put it in their 
poWe^----fuch wrl} alwavfc have it in their inclination — 
tbgive us ample fitisfa&ion, ; The)/' know that thofe 
who* are faoft ienfiWe of injuries^ are moft fcnfib'le of 
kehefits. There- can be no friendship between freemen. 
irid flaves ; arid T * have the ftrongeft hopes that our 
rtnutial affefticm will henceforward be more cement- 
ed than it hitherto has been -^—on tneir part, becaiife 
1ft have jpra^t/dtirfelvfes worthy of their efteem j and on 
our part, becaufe their geherofity will excufe the ^man- 
ner ifi which we have proved it. , 

1 Suppose all this continent had imitated your exam- K 
pie,; and had repeated your doleful, doubtful notes* 
horn one lend of it to the other: hid acknowledged upon, 
their knees. " "that they could Kot Positively say 
whether thty were intkled to the exemption" tlvy.re- 
tfuirbd; was there the leaft probability of their obtain- 
mg it? Pdo not tfbjeft to the probability, for Want of 
}dftice or of afFdEljbn towards us in our nrtother country; 
but for want of proper attention,' which* the artifices 
ef our enemies in fqpport of their * own darling mea- 
fures, would always Wc'pretfented, 

- Evert man muff "remember, hbw Immediately aftef v 
Ac tempeft of the late war was laid, another ftorm 
began to^ gather over North- America. Every wind 
>-- C % •■ " * 4 tha* 
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that blew^crds the Atlantic*, brought, *nth it additional 
darknefs, Every aft of the administration feemed* 
.Calculated to . produce diftrefs, and to excite terror, 
We were alarmed — we were affli&ed; Many of our. 
colonies fent home petitions; others ordered their 
agents to make proper applications on their behalf. 
What was the effeft? T^ c y were rfjefted without read- 
ing. They could not be presented, " without breaks 
ingthroijgh a ruleofthehoufe.*' They infilled upon* 
a right; that;, it "was previotffly determined, iboukfc 
not oe admitted," The language of the ifciniftry was*. 
** that they would teach the inl'olent Hortbr- Americans^ 
the refped due to the lafts of their ipother country,** 
They moved for a. resolution * c that the parliament 
could legally tax us." ? Twas made- For a bill- — 
*Twas framed. For its difpatch-— <'T.was paft. Th«t 

badges of our fhame were prepared — -too grpli toe* 

odious — even in the opinion of that adminifhation,.ta 
be fattened upon w by any but Americans. Strange dt^ 
lufion ! to imagine that treachery could reconcile, us to- 
flavery. They looked around : they fovyid Americans — -> 
O Vhtue! they found Americans, to* whom the confix 
dence of their country had committed the guardian- 
fhip of her rights, on whom her bounty bad beftowed 
all — the wreck of her fortunes could affpj-d, rtady to ' 
rivet qn their native land, the . nurie of thsir infaacy^ 
the proteftrix of their youth, the honorei*cf their <raaa*: 
hood, the fatal fetters which their information had. helper 
ed to forge.; Vbey were to be gratifyed with parted 
the plunder in pppr^ffive ofjices for thjemfelves and 
their creatures, By theft* xbux tbey^ tnighi; reap- thtf 
rewards of their corruption, were we adyiled^-by fbefn 
that they might rp tyrn- mafiers who Went out fer,v**Ps* 
were we defired — to put on the chains, wd then w}th 
Ihackled hands to drudge in the dark, as well as we could, 
forgetting the light • wq had loft " If I wgIt •fhee, 

tET MY RIGHT HAND FORGET HER CVNKJNO-— If 1 OQ 
HOT REMEMBER THEE, MAT MY JQ&GVL CfcEAVB X* 
%HE KQQ§Q¥HY MOUTH,* W«*H 
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Whm the intelligence of thefe aftftniftmff things 
reached Awurka, 

" then flam'd her fpirifc high*" 

What could {he do? fend home petitions ageiirf 
The firft had beea treated with contempc What coukfr 
be expected from a fcconc^triai? We knew, that the 
Jiumble p? tkipn of meek, pious, venerable bifbop^ 
fupplicaung for the laws and religion of their country 
had been, called a falfe a,nd feditkms libel by a daritig> 
admii\ift ration who wererefolvedi tft haven© law but theft* 
own ptealure., We knew> that- the liberty of our Felloe 
fabje&s had been lately fi> boldly- invaded even in ottp 
mother couptry, in that %ot- irhem the dignity of thU 
empire may be laid more peculiarly to refide, that thei$ 
oppreffors wqre hardly ftopp'd in their career, by the u* 
ijited voice of ari injured and emended peoples We fcnew^ 
that the men who defigned: to opprefi us, Held up u$ t 
thofe whofe affiftance tfhry were obliged to ufe» fpectotut 
pretences of immediate advantage, while every renvttfcf 
mifchief, every difagreeablc truth was artfatty conccaju 
ed from them. They were perfuaded, that they were 
to promote their own interefts, the publk: intetefts* 
by adopting thettewuittvanted f>6licy ptfcpofed .u> them. 
In fhorc we knew* in what line every thbught 1 and a€t 
relating to us, ran* All t*as art>itrary, rigid; threat- 
ening, dreadful. What refourfe had we ? We wonder* 
*d and wept**-- At laft imploring the divine protect 
tion, and appealing to the Britijb goodnefr, vrc weft 
driven by apprehenfion and affliction into a conduft, 
that might jyuty haye rendered us to the humane rather 
objeft$-of 4 pity, than relentmentj but which you gem 
thmrt, are pleafcd t$ call a " &ebim.ious oppofition 
tb authority.** * 

H6w rmtdtt farther thefe colonies might have gone*> 
Jfow mtrdrfkrthfer it would have been proper for them 
to $<>> 1' will nor pretend to fey; I confin* myfelf en- 

tireljr 
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tSrely to yokrrfkitt of the cafe, and to "ita&fc behavior 
in that cafe. My foul fiefcens at the fcenes that ob- 
trude themfetves on my 'imagination, while I refle£t 
on what mgbt have happened. My attention turns 
*ith unfpeak'abie pleaftire to thofe brighter profpefts 
aow ^opening- on my f country, and the approaching; 
tjmes^vivben thittf the mercy of almighty god,* 
tp wfconr be afcribed : everktfting glory, the inhabitants; 
of thefercolbnies, animated with fentiments of the moft' 
pcrteft gratitude confidfence; aflfcftion, and veneration, ' 
jtiftly .heightened by the engaging clemency of our 
amiable iovereign, and the endearing tendernefs of our^ 
aaother ; ccsrotry , .fliaii i be diligently . and delightfully ' / 
^ptopcld ittidemortflratirig, that they are not unworthy ; 
of; the Weflings^ befto wed upon them. Great-Britain? 
has beeo. long :difti|5guifhed:^-fhe muft be 'now perpe- 
tually dclelyated,/ for her -moderation. This is her 
pocultfip prfcifoj Other ftates have been as great in 
^tyns;. as4earncd inarts^buif nohe ever equalled her 
iainoda^Utti^-a^irtuC) and the parent of virtues; 

I aM yeryi forry .that jthefe Colonies Had .any reafon 
given t^eipp to tliin^ th<?y f were .?ight in going fo tar as 
they lately did : ye? tho many things havd been done," 
that, I finccrciy ,wi& h*d not been done, I flaouM be 
glad to know what particular part of thjeir . conduct* has> 
provoked f yoo to iffue, ifinjay ufeone-ofvyourdc^ 
preffions^ fo " fevere a deserep* againft , them*; * ' . • j 

' Did the refblutibns made by their feycral afferp v bli9% 
fri vindication of their rights, ' deferve fuc|i;a ceptviije?. 
You grant' they were, founded on truth ai^.j^ftice. 
Can it be criminal io maintain thefe? 'Perhaps you 
think they were guilty, in forming and perfifiing iff. 
their univerfal determination -not to ufeftarnped, papers, 
arthey were commanded to do. No man can be blanir 
ed for dbing any thing, . which if be hjul not done, he 

• ' " muft 

* * The news of the Stamp Act being repealed, arrived while this 
piece w&s in the prefi* 
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muft have committed a worfe a&ion. kemember the 

. opinion you have expreffed of the liberties forwhich 
thefe colonies were ftruggling. Had they accepted 

. the ftamped papers, they wo\ild not only have betrayed 
themfelves, and you, whofe profperity they wifl*i from 
a generofity of temper, of which they hope you will 
hereafter give them more agreeable proofs, than you 
have yet done, but they would alfo have bafely 'betray- 
ed ages yet unborn, to a condition that would have 
rendered their birthacurfe. You think " a memorial 
or memorials" would have: relieved them, if- they had 
" humbly fubmitted " that is, that injuries that could 
not be prevented by a regard to juftice, liberty, and 

, the happinefs of millions, might be rcdreffed /by* well- 
penned petitions. No! The right would have been 

« furrendered by our a& — a precedent wouJd have been 
cftabliflied by our acquiefcence, for perpetual fervility. 
"Where would the demands of minifters, where would 
the miferics of America have flopped ? 

1 believe your iQand and its neighbours have bflp 
more fortunate in " memorialifing" than this con tinenfT 
.Had weanyreafon to exped relief from theconduft 
ptopofed ? Has any thing happened fince, to fhew that 
we fhould have fucceeded by it? Let any perfon con- 
fider the fpeeches lately made in parliament; and the 
refolutions faidtobe made there, notwithftanding the 
convulfions occafioned through the Britijb empire by 
the oppfition of thefe coldnies to the ftamp^aft, and he 
may eaiily. judge what would have been their fituation, 
in cafe they had bent down and humblytaken up the 
burden prepared for them. What would have been 
their fate, fince they have oppofed, if one man the 
viftor of his country's foreigaand doiriefticfoes* had not 
by his wifdom and virtue checked the rage that decep- 
tion might artfully have kindled in the moll honed and 
humane people upon earth, heaven alone can cell. 

WrtEic 
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Vham ihe txehtfio* bill was depending in the Jiotrfe 

lof commons, Col. Titus tnade this Ihort Ipeech — "Mr. 
jfoeaker, I h&ar a lion roaring ki the lobby. Shall we 
tfeevre the door, and keep him there: or Hull we let 
iwB ui».«7 if we can turn him out again." 

<X*Hitbepoflible, gentlemen, that our Hoping on 
•this continent the importation of goods from Grtat-&ri- \ 
4m*, has brought your refentment upon us? If it has, 
It is the firft time that induftry and frugality have met 
•with fiich hard judges. 

The ooly thing I can think of bcfides, which might j 

induce you to treat my countrymen as you have done, | 
is the behavior of the mobs compofed of the lower ranks 
v£ people ia fame ftw of the colonies, to thofc who 
were favorers of the ftarop-.a<ft — But furely that £ould 
not produce fo general an accufation of " your fellow- 
fubje&s on the northern continent." It was indeed a 
jwjry improper way of afting; but may not thefe ago- 
fl^s of minds not quite fo polijbed as your own, be in fome 
IKeafurc excufed? if as the abfolute monarch otjudea 
0ki u oppreflion maker h a wife man mad •," and if as the 
loyal committee of correfpondence in Barbados fays, 
M the fubyerfion of juftice" and " the moft valuable 
of all civil rights an J liberties" is< " oppreflion beyond 
jmeafure grievous." Itisneedlcfs to dwell longeron 
this head; but if ybu chufe to enquire into the circum- 
stances of every mob that has happened here, taking for 
granted that the ftamp-a£t is conftitutionai, I believe 
/even ydu* on cbol confideratibn, would not term any 
(Of them a rebellion* 

Upon the whole, I acknowledge, that a regard to 
Amfelves, has influenced the inhabitants of thefe colo* 
niesj bur it was not a regard void of the trueft loyalty 
to their king, the warraeft afiedtion, the profoundeft. 

veneration. 
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veneration, for their parent country.' If my. father, 
deceived and urged on by bad; or weak men, fhould 
offer me a draught of poifon, and tell ;mc it would be 
offervice to me^ fhould I be undutiful,s if,, knowing 
what it is I refufe to drink it? or if inflamed by paf 
fion, he fhould aim a dagger at my heart, fhoulchtbe 
undutiful, if I refufe to bare nay breaft for the blow ? 
Should he complain,* would it not be* the com-* 
plaint of Cat aline, that the fenator he attempted ta 
affaflinate, was fo diftefpeRftd to him, be w<Juld*not: 
reeieve the fword in bis- body} .Or fhould I aft likaa man 
in his fenfes, it I fwallow the dofc % or receive the ftroke, 
in cxpedation that thofc who prompted or provoked my 
father to the aftion, would afterwards give me a cer- 
tain antidote ov balfam-^-efpecially, if they would 
probably get a large part of my eftate?. I will beg 
leave to trouble you, gentlemin^ with one more com- 
parifon. If a forrtpe^of imfrienfc value, comes, into 
my poffeflton by being fettled on> me, as the lawful ion 
of my father,' which' till' then had been hehfUfolely by* 
him, and my enemies Ihcjuld : perfuade .• my excellent 
parent to attempt to baftardizeme/ and take the 
whole into his hinds: again, I;itot having: the leaft prof. 

}>e6t of happinefs wienqpuit,* and he not. having the 
eaft occafion for it— —fhouid' I. be undutiful, if after, 
endeavoring by intreaties to prevent his proceedings,. 
I carefully record all the'prioofsof my being* legitimate,* 
ftop the circulation of all fklfe vouchers to die cojttrary, 
decline the correfpondentetof diofcVho join with him, 
and even break the head of a man, who flanders my' 
honopr and my title, by 'Spreading an opinion that J 
am bafely born ? With how much .Iris reafon will the 
charge of undutifulnefc beixiAde againft me, if I have 
regularly advanced for my father all fuch ftims'aVhe 
has from time to time required, and have affured him 
by my profeffions and behavior, that he fhall have all 
the profjjs of the eftate, allo^ing^ me a comfortable 

D % maintenance, 



Digitized by 



Google 






t t* J 



&almfefiafc*ev if he will faffer ic to ottotinttf in m* 
jfrfi&fTion- — and all the world knows* that by a con- 
dition annexed to thil eftate, I cannot part with it* 
without acknowledging myfclf to be a baftard* 

To dontlufo— gtHthmtn-*~l know none of yoo* no! 
even one of your names. I mean no perfonal relle&if 
oris in this addrcft. I detcft them* If you (hould 
take any thing I have (aid, fo much in that way, as to 
feel uneafinefs from it, 1 (hall be very ferry. Neitheii 
do 1 intend any reflections on your country, tho you 
represented ktr when you attacked mine. I always de* 
tf fted thrfe Ipofe afperfions, that ever give moft pain 
to bofoms that honour and delicacy have rendered moft 
ftnfible; and this deteftatbn has been greatly encrtafed* 
Jfinde, within theffc few y tars, we have feen fuch load* 
of obloquy thrown upon a • nation, whole magnani- 
mity in bearing them will be fufficient I hope, to pro* 
cure them the efteein of thofe, who have been fo much 
blinded by pbJfion, as to deny it to their other nume- 
rous virtues and accomplishments. Your iflandis re- 
fpeftable. Your private characters tfeay be amiable 3 
but in a public capacity} you havecaft a moft high and 
unprovoked oenrare en a gallant, generous, loyal 
people. You have propagated a let of fentiments, and 
have promoted a tenor of co^dutft, that may be hurtful 
to the cauTe of freedom. I have engaged With too 
unequal arms perhaps, to oppofe you ; but to /a/7 in 
fiicha conteiV, will afford foe foiae kind 1 of pleafurc.' 
I wifti you every bie&ng. that men can eingoy -, and fts a 
foundation and fecurity of all the reft, I wife you a 
iroe love of liberty. 

A NORTH-AMERICAN. 

•Thea^tt. 
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